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As far ac is V.nown, Berzins vms v>om in Latvia (Uopaja), at the tiurn of tho 
centiiry and Jia5 Ivxd a collofro oducntjon in that country. ‘ Durinc <Jorld var I he 
was activdly enfacred in fiphtinf for Latvians indqi ondence. Due to his participa- 
tion in tlie Stinifi^lo for Latvian Independence, ho has made contacts with the 
leadin''. fif:ure8 in the other two Boltic ttatos. These contacts have proven 
quite beneficial in his subsequent career as a Latvian ^»;;overi)iflent official and 
are rtill partially active today in the rofu^ree strurr^es. 

In the latter twenties, Berzins was elected as a representative to the latvian 
Parliament (Saima) and served c.s a deputy in that body for several years, being 
affiliated with the party. 

In I 93 U Bersins was named as HLnister for Public Affairs and Public Relations 
and at the sane time served os second in conmand to the iiinloter of interior. 
Shortly before Latvia *s occupation by the Soviets in 19b0, Berzins was nmed 
tlirdster of the Interior. He was also the chief of the Aizsargi (Home Guards). 

Durinff the Russian occupation of tho BaO.tic states, Berzins wife and children 
were deported to Russia and Berzins h?rself was forced to flee his residence 
and seek refu-^ in the woods of Latvia. 

During the Geaaan oocuration of Latvia, Berzins wa« arrested by the authori- 
ties and confined in a concentration oan|) fbr a period of 33 months. During his 
incaroeratiem in the Saohsenbausen canp, he became very friendly with the Ukrain- 
ian underground leaders Stetsko and Bondero. As a result Berzins has been quite 
active in the ABN in Cemany and represented I^tvia in tias organization. 

Berzins has stayed aloof tron all internal enigree political squabbles, yet 
has maintained contact wltli all groups and enjoys their respect end esteen, as 
be has been both a parliamentarial and an Dlmanist. 

Having itt^iigrated to the TJS in tho latter part of 1950, Derr.irs hrd applied 
for a position with tho Voice of Aworice and l&ier with the Rational Connittee 
for a Tr^e Europe.' At the present t5ji;e he is ej^iployed full tinie by the latter 
and on a part time, a;hdsor:. level by the former. 

Berzins has delivered mny speeches end written i.vany articles for publication 
during his career, itie oiily or.es avj'Jlablo at present, hw/evor, are i;is book 


entitled! "I Saw Vishinsld Bclshevize Lfitvia", published by tho l otvlari Leratior. 
Washincton> and liie speech delivered at the i;crld con gress of the ABl: in 
Edlhborough, Scotland. 
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